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Ladd i, aa 3 BUC 
Acruoven Sir James Steuart’s leifire, during the 
firlt ten years of his exile, was chiefly employed in fo- 
cial intercourfe with the moft learned, elegaat, and po 
lithed characters in France, who delighted in the con- 
verfation and friendfhip of a man who poffeffed at once 
immenife inforniation, oh almoft every fubjeé, import- 
ant or agréeablé to focicty, arid the talent of clearly 
and beautifully expreflirig his fentiments in flowing and 
anirnated cdnverfation ; yet he did not allow the plea- 
fures of the circle and of the table to blunt the fine 
feelings of a man of genius and fcience. ‘The labour 
of colle€ting matérials for his great political work was 
oppreffive, arid he relieved himfelf with various enqui- 
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ries, fuited to the exalted ambition of his cultivated 
Underftanding, while he turned the charms of conver- 
fation to the permanent delight of his affociates, and of 
pofterity. 

The motto of Apelles, “ Nudla dies fine linea,” was 
the emblem of Sir James’s employment, and it is ama- 
zing what may be done by daily attention for improve- 
ment, without appearing to abftraét any extraordinary 
time from the common offices and rational pleafures of 
fociety. This is the art of idlenefs which I admire, 
and have endeavoured to practife and explain. 

In the beginning of the year 1755 Sir James wrote 
his Apology, or Defence of Sir Ifaac Newton’s Chro- 
nology, which at that time he intended to publifh, but 
was prevented by other engagements. It was com- 
municated to feveral perfons»of eminence in France 
and Germany in MS. and produced, in the month of 
Deoember that year in “ the Mercure de France,” an 
anfwer from Monf. De/boulieres, to which Sir James 
foon after replied. . 

The great Newton, applying aftronomical and fta- 
tiftical principles to the ancient chronology of Greece, 
had chaftifed the vanity of nations, and arrefted the 
progrefs of infidelity, in delineating the hiftory of the 
world. 

‘That wonderful man, whofe fame will embalm the 
reputation of England, to remain long after it. thall 
have funk politically among the nations of Europe, has 
fixed the land-marks of hiftory where they had been 
overturned or removed by the carelefinefs of the old, 
or the vanity of the new, recorders of antiquity. 

Loft in the confufion of exceffive pretenfions to an 
antiquity beyond all meafure, and difgufted by the fu 
perititious aids that were aflumed to fupport thefe pre- 


tenfions among ancient nations, the revivers of learning 
in our Europe, during the laft and the preceding cen- 
tury, turmoiled themfelves with controverfies between 
the comparative merits of the ancients and moderns, 
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and the abetters of the latter, entrenching themfelves 
behind the falfehoods of the ancients, on the feope of 
their remote hiftery, gave the lie to all antiquity, and, 
in defpair, plunged themfelves into the ocean of fcep- 
ticifm. 

Happy had_it been for fociety if this fcepticifm had 
confined itfelf to the hiftory of ancient nations in gee 
neral; but the fame fpirit, taking difguft at the horrors 
of Chriftian ambition. and bigotry, and contemplating 
with derifion the ridiculous legends of modern miracles, 
gave the lie to all religious fcripture of the Jews and 
Chriftians, and attempted to banifh divine intelligence, 
the fuperintending providence of Deity, and the true 
dignity of the human fpecies from the face of the earth! 

It was a noble undertaking, therefore, in Sir James, 
to attempt to difperfe this mift of error, by dif- 
pafionately and {cientifically explaining and fupporting 
the chronology of Sir Ifaac Newton. He has done it 
with great precifion and effect; and it is a book well 
worth the perufal of, thofe who wifh to read ancient 
hiftory with improvement, or to prevent themfelves 
from being bewildered in the mazes of modern con- 
jecture. 

And here I cannot help obferving, that the virtuous 
and judicious ftudent, may, in the perufal of Sir Ifaac 
Newton’s chronology, provide himfelf with an antidote 
againft one of the moft fubtle poifons of modern infi- 
delity, which infinuates itfelf through the medium of 
the Mofaic hiftory. The improvement of mankind, 
fays that infidelity, is fo flow, that we are forced, up- 
on rational principles, to deride the fuppofition of fo 
fhort an interval between the plantation of our fpecies 
and its high improvement, in ages almoft too remote to 
be the fubjeét of hiftory. But from the firft fettlement 
of the conquerors of Greece, to the age of Greek per- 
fection, in all the arts of life there did not intervene 
more than eight centuries. 

| F2 
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Greece was fettled by a people in a migratory and 
barbarous ftate, though not quite fo barbarous as the 
unhappy wandering tribes of the Celts, who thinly 
peopled Greece, and the marfhes and forefts of old Eu- 
rope, as the unpolifhed American people did the con- 
tinent of Columbus when it was firft vifited by its con- 
querors, 

Secial man, therefore, is rapid in his improvement, 
beyond all the calculations of eo hiftorians, 
The poifon is expelled, the virtuous ftudent revives.— 
He treads on the firm ground of his own rational 
powers, and fpurns the dark and infidious afiaflin of 
his religious belief. 

A painter, itis faid, in Italy fhowed a pi€ture of the 
crucifixion to his fon, who was about to publiih fome- 
what againft the religious prejudices of his country, 
and pointing to it faid, ** My fon, behold the fate of a 
¢* Reformer ;” but if my fon fhould meditate a defence 
of religion, and fear the fcorn of philofophers, I would 
thow him a portrait of Sir Ifaac, and fay, «* My fon, 
* fear not to be a Chriftian; remember the fentiments 
sé and the reputation of Sir Ifaac Newton.” 

This work of Sir James Steuart was printed and pub- 
lifhed at Francfort on the Maine, for John Barnard 
Eichemberg the elder, in the year 1757, in 4to, 

In the year 1758, and the following, the Britith 
Houfe of Commons took up the confideration of a fta- 
tute to regulate a general uniformity of weights and 
meafures throughout the united kingdoms, which had 
been fo often unfuccefsfully attempted. 

This called the attention of Sir James, not only to 
the inveftigation of the particular fubjeé& that engaged 
that of the Houfe of Commons, but to devife a method 
of rendering an uniformity of weights and meafures 
univerfal. He thought the caufe of former difappoint- 
ments in.this ufeful purfuit had been the miftaken no- 
tion that one or other of our prefent meafures fhould be 
adopted for the new ftandard. After the plan had 
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been relinquifhed by the parliament of England, he di- 
gefted his notes and obfervations on this i important dif- 
guifition into the form of an epiltolary differtation, 
which he tranimjtted to his friend Lord Barrington, 
and refolved, if there had been a congrefs affembled, 
as was once propofed, to adjuit the preliminaries of 
the general peace in 1763, to have laid his plan before’ 
the minifters of the different nations, who were to pre- 
pare that falutary pacification of the contending powers. 

This epiftolary differtation Sir James afterwards re- 
duced, at Coltnefs, in the year 1777, into a form more 
proper for the public eye, and fent a correéted copy to 
a friend, refetving another for the prefs, which was 
printed laft year for Stockdale in Piccadilly. 

In this traét the author fhews from the inefeétual 
attempts that have been made to alter partially, by in- 
novation, the ftandards of meafures, or weights *, 
that the effectual plan to be adopted, is to depart en- 
tirely from every meafure whatfoever now known, 
and to take, ad /ibitum, fome new maf3 inftead of our 
pound, fome new length inftead of our ell, fome new 
ipace inftead of our acre, and fome new folid inftcad 
of our gallon and buthel. 

For this purpofe Sir James propofes as the unit, a 
mafs to be verified with the greateit poffible accuracy, 
equal in weight to ten thoufand ‘Troy grains. 

The pendulum as it {wings at London, to beat fe- 
conds of time, he propof¢s to be the meafure of length. 

Sir James, after having laid down his fundamental 
principles, propofes an ingenious plan for rendering 
their adoption unjverfal all over the world, for the par- 
ticulars of which, I mutt refer to the treatife itfelf. 

He propofes that the folemn verification of the ftan- 
dards fhould take place in Loadon, which, on the 
ground of the acknowledged fame, and ancient fuperi- 
ority of Rome, once the capital of Europe, | would 


* Perhaps it mi; ght be made appear that motives of convenience and 
particular intereft fthas iti le nore efcctually oppofed chefe reforms, than 
motives affiened in th 
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have to be performed in that city. England finking, 
as it is daily, in real importance, can never hope to 
take the lead in future fchemes of glory, and emi- 
nence; and therefore I hope that the American 
ftates may have the advantage of verifying the noble 
project of our illuftrious Scot. 

Generations, writes he, pafs away, kingdoms and 
empires change, but mankind may be faid to be im- 
mortal. It is, therefore, no objection again{ft any 
fcheme for their improvement, that time is required 
for the execution of it. A thoufand years to mankind 
are not equal to a day in human life . Weights and 
meafures once properly eftablifhed would furvive the 
greateft revolutions and convulfions of ftates; and 
therefore the only poflible method by which fuch a 
pian can be brought to bear is dy time, the profpec 
of eafe and utility, and by the medium of fcience and 
of the arts. I am forry to have flighted my own 
country and nation in the courfe of thefe remarks. 
But Great Britain never had in the eye of a true philo- 


fopher, and politician, the ftamina of a found and laft- 
ing conftitution +. Her features indeed were bold, 
and her temper amiable. She once obeyed the laws of 
nature and nations, of juftice, and of humanity. Her mo- 
rals were purer than thofe of the furrounding nations, 
Such a nation deferved, if I may fo fay, the countes 
nance and approbation of the God of juftice and mercy, 


} This pofition will be controverted by many. Why this defpon- 
dency refpecting Britain ? Scotland, at leaft, is certainly in a ftate of rapid 
progreflive improvement ; and is not knowledge more generally diffuled 
now than formerly. Why then fhould Britain decline ? At what period, 
and in what country do we not find defects; but where is the political 
conftitution that can boaft of its fadility with that of Britain? What 
marks of decay have we yet experienced ? Let men of fenfe but fet them- 
felves fteadily to oppofe hurtful regulations as they occur, and we hhall 
fee them decreafe. Without this attention can any nation exift? and 
have we ever yet feen an inftitution where the exertions of individuals 
ean produce greater effect than in our own? Why then defpair! From 
defpondency, a ruinous inactivity infues ; from, active exertions prof 
perity muft as neceflarily follow. Eiits 
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and the God of battles ratified her pretenfrons by his 


over-ruling providence. 

‘Thefe times are paft f. 

Sir James after having obtained his pardon, retited 
to Coltnefs, in the county of Lanark, the paternal eftate 
of his family, where he turned his attention to the im- 
provement of his neighbourhood by public works’ and 
police, and drew the firft good plan for a turnpike bili, 
fuited to the circumftances of Scotland, which has 
been fince generally adopted. He repaired his houfe, 
planted, improved, and decorated his eftate, and in 


¢ Notwithftanding the refpec due to the very ingenious writer of thefe 
memoirs, it isnot poffible to perufe thefe remarks without feeing that 
they muft have been written at an unguarded moment. Where, I 
would afk, is the people whofe morals are more pure than thofe of 
Great Britain? If we confider individuals, does not every man know, of 
his acquaintance, perforis of the moft refpetable character; and if foreign- 
ers are to decide, what nation is more refpe4ted than Britons, as indivi- 
duals? In their dealings as mérchants who has heard the Britifh charuc- 
ter ever impeached? And where is a more generous and liberal {pirited 
enemy to be found? In what nation is private charity carried to a greater 
height? Was not Howarp a Briton, and where elfe could we look for 
the developement of fuch a character? Is not beneficence the ftriking 
feature of the Britifh character, and has not the exuberance of that dif- 
pofition given rife to innumerable charities, many of which tho” well-in- 
tended have been productive of very ferious evils? Are not the Britith 
more fertile in devices, from motives of kindnefs, for refcuing, even the 
vicious, from the jaws of deftruction, than any other nation? Did not 
the idea of Sunday {chools originate here ? Is not the PHILANT@ROFIC 
fociety, that moft beneficent of all inftitutions, intirely of Britith origin? 
And thall we ftill fay that this people who are conftantly bufied in fuch 
tefearches aré deftitute of virtue ? 

As a nation, where is juftice more faithfully adminiftered ? Where are 
the rights of nations more refpected ? Where is the public faith more 
facred? Where are the perfons and property of foreigners, as wellas na- 
tives, more effectually fecured? Has ever Britain, like that ftate which 
is here held up to view as a_model of purity of morals.—Has ever Britain 
like that ftate protected her fubjes againft the juft demands of her fo- 
reign creditors, and bya public law, encouraged individuals to practice 
injuftice? If this be the morality we are bid to imitate, long may we 
temain at a diftance behind! 

National prejudices ought not to be fomented. Let us ftrive ufiver- 
fally to extirpate error, andto diffeminate ufeful knowledge, without 

awing invidious parallels, which have an oppofite tendency, and we 
hall belt difcharge our duty to the public. 
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focial'intercourfe rendered himfelf the delight 6f ‘his 
neighbourhood, and country. 

Never was there a man, who with fo much know. 
ledge, and fo much energy of expreffion in converfa- 
tion, rendered himfelf more delightful to his company; 
or was more regretted by his acquaintance when he 
died.. Nor was the active mind of Sit James unem- 
ployed for the general benefit of./his country during 
his retreat. He was engaged by the directors of the 
Eaft India Company of England to digeft a code fot 
the regulation of the current coin of Bengal ; the plan 
for which important regulation he printed, and re- 
ceived from the court of direétors a handfome dianiond 
ring, as a mark of their approbation. 

He prepared for the prefs, but never publithed, a 
antidote to the /y/fime de fa nature by Mirabeau, wherein 
the paralalogifms, and foolifh reafoning of that infide! 
work are examined, deteéted, and confuted. It is 
written in French, and were the work of Mirabea 
worth refutation, might be printed with much advar 
tage to Sir James’s reputation as a controverfial writer. 

Non tali auxilio non, defenforibus iftis tempus egit. 

Sir James died in November 1780, and was buried 
at Cambufnethan, in Lanarkhire, on Tuefday the 28th 
of that month; the Duke of Hamilton and his neigh- 
bours performing the laft offices to the remains of that 
truly interefting citizen, and bedewing his athes with 
their tears. Ihad the honour and comfort to attend 
him till he became infenfible by the fever that carried 
him to his grave. On Sunday the 19th of November 
I faw, for the laft time, this excellent perfon, and left 
him at two o’clock in the afterrioon, when he took to 
his death bed. On the Friday preceding, I faw him 
fign his laft letter to Sir George Colebroke, guiding 
him in his refearches on the revenue of France. Wit 
his own hand he wrote the following note fubjoim 
to his name : 
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Written at Coltnefs, in the month of Oétober 1780, 
and now tranf{mitted, while in the hands of furgeons at 
Edinburgh, the 17th of Noveinber. 


If for thé manes of the juft any place be found; if 
as wife men hold, great f{pirits perifh not with the body, 
pleafing be his repofe. Let us adorn his memory with 
deathlefs. praifes, and, as far as our infirmities will al- 
low, by purfuing and adopting his excellencies. ‘This 
is true honour; this the natural duty incumbent on his 
affectionate relation. 

ALBANICUS. 


An Account of SAMAR, one of the Philippine, or Biffayan 
Ifles, from the Gage 4 Monf. Pages, lately pub- 


lied. , WY 

Tue adventures of Robinfon Crufoe have been much 
read,and univerfally admired, on account of the intereft- 
ing picture they exhibit of a man ftruggling againft the 
difficulties that folitude occafion, and furmounting 
them by perfeverance, ingenuity, and induftry. All na- 
tions, in the firft ftages of civilization, exhibit a fpeCtacle 
fomewhat of the fame nature, and are particularly in- 
terefting, efpecially where gentlenefs and kindnefs 
form the prevailing trait in the character of the peo- 
ple. On this account the difcovery of the Pelew iflands 
forms one of the moft enchanting parts of the hiftory 
of mankind. '‘Thofe who are accuftomed to look upon 
all nations as barbarians who are ftrangers to the many 
inventions that European ingenuity hath difcovered, 
will perhaps be inclined to look down with contempt 
onthe mild inhabitants of the iflands here defcribed ; 
but others, who obferve with what ingenuity they fup- 
ply their wants, and with what fimple implements they 
perform the various operations they find neceflary for 
their accommodation, will be willing to allow, that in 

Vou. V. “ G 
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every fituation, the fuperiority of men over other ani- 
mals is manifeft, and that, wherever the human race 
exifts, he needs not be afhamed to embrace the indivi. 
duals he may meet with as his brethren. It is nota 
little remarkable that we difcover lefs favage barbarity, 
and more native gentlenefs of difpofition among the 
inhabitants of the iflands in the Indian ocean than any 
where elfe on the globe. This is a pleafing exception, 
to account for which may give rife to fome very inte. 
refting fpeculations. Our ingenious traveller thus def- 
cribes this happy ifland : 


EXTRACT. 


“¢ In this ifland the foil is extremely fertile, eafily 
cultivated, and rewards the induftry of the labourer at 
leaft forty fold. Befides other grain, the Indians 
fow a confiderable quantity of rice, but which is wholly 
intended for the ule of the parochial clergy*, the fet 
tlement of Manilla, and the governor of the province. 
The common food of the natives confifts chiefly ina 
fpecies of potatoe, yams, and a root named gaby. A- 
greeably to the example of the Indians, I lived here en- 
tirely on roots, whofe fugary tafte is much more plea- 
fant than the uniform infipidity of boiled rice. At firft 
they feemed heavy and flatulent, but ae foon became 
familiar to my ftomach ; and I was fatisfied in the end 
that they were more nutritious fo the conftitution, as 
well as more relifhing to the tafte. TF ate likewife a 
good deal of pork, which is lefs in fize, and runs more 
into filaments, than ours. ‘lhis flefh, though black, and 
confifting of ftrong fibres, like thofe of the ox, is much 
fweeter, and by no means difficult of digeftion. ‘The 
Indian has a furprifing dextcrity at difcovering the 


* The parochial clergy were here all of the order of the Jefuits at 
the time our author was there, who hed an influence over the people 
rearly as great as that they enjoyed in Paraguay, which, we muft do 
them the juitice to fay, feems to have been cxerted chiefly in augmenting 
the general happinefs of the community.—l:p17T. 
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Tabon’s * neft, and is fometimes fo lucky as to light 
upon no fewer than forty in one hoard ; but from the 
fhort experience that I had of this aliment, I thought it 
heavy and indigeftible. 

«“ From the fap of the cocoa, nipe, and cobonegro- 
trees, they obtain the materials for an excellent {pecies 
of brandy. ‘The laft of thefe owes its name to the 
black colour of its fibres, which are manufactured by 
the natives into cables and different kinds of cordage. 
Another article of Indian food is the fubftance of the 
cocoa-nut, which is eaten in the firft ftage of congela- 
tion; for after it becomes folid, and acquires in fome 
degree the tafte of a frefh almond, it ceafes to be equal- 
ly digeftible. 

“ The only inftrument ufed by the Indian, either for 
the purpofes of war or induftry, is a kind of couteau-de- 
chaff, named, as is above-mentioned, eris, or campilan , 
an inftrument which, after ferving him againft the ene- 
my, enables him to cut down the largeft tree in the 
wood, to be forined into a canoe, or fplit into deals for 
more ordinary ufes. When the campilan is fo much 
worn as to be of little further fervice to him, it is {till 
employed by his wife to grub up a light foil, in which 
fhe plants yams, potatoes, and other roots. Ina fpace 
of two months they are dug up in a ftate of maturity, 
and of a wonderful fize; infomuch, that within the 


* The Taton our author defcribes as aw animal no bigger than a tur- 
tle dove, whofe eggs are as large as thofe of a goofe. When the female 
tabon is about to lay fhe makes a deep, winding hole in the fand, and 
having depofited her egg, inftantly fills it up, and fmooths over the fur- 
face as before. In procefs of time the fun, having hatched the eggs, the 
chicks begin to fcratch their way for the light, but in this attempt many 
f them perifh. 

One of the greateft benefits to be derived from travels is, that of ob- 
taining a knowledge of fuch animals and vegetables as may become ufe- 
ful to man; fo that I confider thofe who defcribe thefe with care, as 
among the great benefactors of the human race. In this view our au- 
thor will occupy a confiderable rank, though neither a profeiled zoolo- 
git nor botanift :—but Dampier continues ftill to hold the firft rar 
anong this clafs of writers. —EpirT. 


G 2 
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compafs of eighty yards, the Indian finds his, annnal 
fupply of thefe articles for the maintenance of a nume- 
rous family. 

«« The fugar-cane, cabbages, garlic, onions, melons, 
the Chinefe-orange, lemons, vegetables, and, though in 
{mall quantity, feveral other kinds of fruit little known 
in Europe, are cultivated in this land. It abounds in 
figs, of which I reckon no fewer than thirteen or four- 
teen different {pecies, with a great variety of perfumes’, 
The natives are inftructed to give particular attention 
to the culture of the cocoa-tree, which grows here to 
an uncommon fize. Their woogs produce the pampk- 
mous, a {pecies of orange, near five inches in diameter, 
pepper, honey, and wax. Indeed all thefe iflands are 
eminently diltinguifhed by the labours of the bee ; and 
hence I have feldom made an excurfion into the woods 
without meeting numbers of bee-hives, fufpended in 
form of oblong gourds, from the branches of the trees. 

«© The bounty of Nature in Samar is no lefs vifible 
in the variety and excellence of its game. The woods 
{warm with birds almoft of every defcription, particu 
larly the common fowl, which is diftinguifhed, how- 
ever, from ours by the fhortened proportions of its 
body and legs. ‘The colour of the hen is grey, with 
feathers {potted like a partridge. ‘There are three dif- 
ferent fpecies of turtle-dove ; the firft grey, and a 
large asa pullet; the fecond feems, however, to be 
only a dwarfith breed of the firft; the third is green, 
and when prepared for the table affords delicate eating: 
I met with a kind of bird peculiar, I believe, to thefe 
iflands, named calao, as large as a goofe, and agreeable 
to the tafte, but extremely thy and difficult to approach. 
He frequents low fenny grounds, perches on the talleft 
trees in their vicinity, and flits through the air witha 


* Might it not be of importance to try to naturalize fome of thele w- 
ricties in Europe? This obfervation applies equally to fome of the al 
mals after mentioned.—Epir. 
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flight fingularly rapid. This bird may be diftinguithed 
by a large red. oblong crown, which feems to be of the 
fame fubftance with, and, indeed, only a continuation 
of, his bill. . ‘This ornament, added to his fize, gives 
hima kind of majeftic air. The feathers are black, 
mixt with a dufky red. I had the good fortune to ob- 
tain a very beautiful head of the calao, which I had-the 
honour to prefent to the Academy of Sciences at Paris. 
The parroquet, cockatoo, and other pretty little fpecies 
of the fame.genus, no larger than a linnet, are furprif- 
inglycommon. ‘There is alfo found here a very {mall 
bird, of the diminutive fize of a wafp, whofe colours, 
confifting in a fhade of yellow, mixed with red and 
blue, are particularly vivid and beautiful. Many kinds 
of monkeys, one of which is remarkably large; roe- 
bucks, wild buffaloes, and other quadrupedes, abound 
inthe woods. I was told a great deal concerning the 
difference of fize, and peculiar qualities of their fer- 
pents; but I confefs I faw none either fo extremely 
large, or furprifingly {mall, as to juftify the reports of 
the natives. 

« In thefe favoured ifles Nature feems to have been 
providently mindful of the cloathing, as well as the 
fubfiftence of the inhabitants. The foot of a tall fpe- 
cies of the fig-bannan confifts in numberlefs folds of 
bark, which, in a certain period of putrefaction, are fe- 
parable without art or difficulty. Thefe, pieced toge- 
ther, afford them a {pecies of fine linen, harfh, indeed, 
and difagreeable to the fkin, in its natural ftate, but 
which they have learned to render fufficiently foft and 
pliable by a preparation of lime. Befides ferving them 
as the materials of linen cloth, it is likewife ufeful to 
them for the purpofes of cordage. 

Man, in fine, is fed, cloathed, and lodged in Samar 
at little expence of toil, either in mind or body. His 
livers are every where fhaded with the bamboo, and his 
woods fupply him with the nipe and routan, two 
rubs which are made to anfwer all the purpofes of 





t79ts ON ALLAN RAMSAY. 55 


54 ACCOUNT OF THE ISLAND SAMAR. — Sept 21, 


nails; and fuch is the dexterity of the Indians in unit, 
ing the different pieces of bamboo, that in the whole 
conftruétion of his hut, neither iron nor any other me. 
tal are to be found. Two months induftry in the year 
fuffice to provide for the wants of a people whofe inno. 
cent and gentle manners are, to me, the ftrongeft 
proofs of the real happinefs they enjoy. 
( To be concluded in our next. ) 


To the Editor of the Bee, 


Stridures on Scottifh Poetry, particularly that of ALLAN 
Ramsay, 


Sir oZ WA a 

. PES batlinturr 

F oR about five years paft we have been amufed by the 
bookfellers with an inceffant chorus of verfes in the 
Scottifh diale&. Every county in Scotland has a num- 
ber of words and phrafes peculiar and intelligible to it- 
felf only, and it is ufual for the bard to borrow, with- 
out fele€tion, the provincial vulgarifms to which he has 
been accuftomed. Before an author can pleafe he 
muft make himfelf underftood. To a native of Annan- 
dale the dialeéts of Aberdeenfhire and of Somerfet are 
equally difcordant, The fame of fuch poetry can 
hardly be extenfive or lafting. But befides, thefe wri- 
ters commonly deform their pages with every antiqua- 
ted phrafe which perverted induftry can difcover ; and 
it would not be difficult, though indeed invidious and 
ufelefs, to point out paflages where vulgarity itfelf is 
evidently mifunderftood and mifapplied. 

When a man of fenfe intends to publifh in rhyme, 
he will firft make himfelf familiar with at leaft a few of 
the beft and moft popular Englifh poets. By an atten- 
tive comparifon of their works with his own, he will 
either learn the art of elegant compofition, or the pro- 
priety of filence. When a perfon difcharges upon the 
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ublic a volume of dull and tirefome verfes, it is cha- 

ritable to believe he is unacquainted with Swift and 
Dryden. In knowledge of books, the clafs of poets I 
mention are fometimes deficient ; and thus between ar- 
tificial groffnefs and actual ignorance, there is no won- 
der that they often fall fhort of perfetion. It is in- 
deed a principal argument with their admirers, that a 
poet of true genius does not require the help of learn- 
ing. The author of a quaint eflay on original compo- 
fition feems inclined to fanétify this chimera. But Ho- 
race more properly fays, “I neither fee what learning 
“ can accomplifh without genius, or genius without 
* learning.” 

Their advocates have adduced Shakefpeare as an ex- 
ample of uncultivated excellence ; but thofe critics talk 
at random who.affert him to have been illiterate. He 
underftood both French and Latin, though perhaps 
imperfeétly. His extenfive acquaintance with ancient 
and modern hiftory, and the completenefs of his ideas 
on every fubjeét, atteft, with a force far beyond the 
parade of citations, that he muft have been a very dili- 
gent reader. When he reprefents Bohemia as a mari- 
time country *, and an Illyrian as referring to ‘ the 
« bells of St Bennet+,” we can only fuppofe that he 

ras {porting with his audience. His ftyle alfo, where- 
ever he chufes to exert himfelf, is more various, more 

ervous, and more elegant, than that of any Englith 
writer of the fixteenth century. 

Of poets in the Scottifh diale&, the befl and greateft, 
beyond all comparifon, is Allan Ramfay. He appears 
ohave ftudied Dryden’s ftyle with much attention, 
ince his verfes flow with the moft pleafing volubility. 
His provincial phrafes are few, when compared with 
hofe of fome of his imitators; and he has feleéted 

im with fuch happy dexterity that they are almoft 
qually familiar in every part of the kingdom. But 


* Winter's Tale. + Twelfth Nigh’. 
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this is only a fecondary part of his praife. A vein of 
folid good fenfe, a nice difcrimination of character, 
nervous elegance, and a pathetic fimplicity of expref- 
fion; in a word, the genuine language of nature, of 
paflion, and of poetry, place his paftoral comedy almof 
beyond our praife. From the chemift and aftronomer, 
to the girl at her fpinning-wheel, his eloquence kindles 
every heart, and irrefiftibly commands our tears. It is 
true that we have here no bawdry, no jealous alderman 
cuckolded, no amorous fuicide, no wire-drawn folilo- 
quy, no pedantic ill-jointed epithet, no raving defpot, 
fuch as never exifted but in the frenzy of a modem 
play wright. But the GENTLE SHEPHERD does not reit 
its reputation on the caprice of a theatrical audience 
Were all the copies of Ramfay’s comedy annihilated, 
the grateful memories of his countrymen would eager- 
ly fupply the lofs. Many of his readers have almoft 
the whole poem by heart ; and what other Scottifh au 
thor can pretend to fuch univerfal admiration ? 

It has been faid, that Ramfay did not write this 
poem ; and when that ftory was no longer tenable, it 
has been loudly affirmed, that at leaft a great part of 
it was written by fomebody elfe ; and the whole cor 
rected by gentlemen who were the author’s patrons 
The word patron is pronounced, by men of fenfe, with 
a tone of contemptuous pity. If thefe critics fug- 
gefted any proper alterations, this feems to hav 
been the only act of benevolence which they be 
ftowed on the author: for, in the proper ftyle of p- 
tronage, they fuffered him to live poor, and die bank 
rupt*. 

In Scotland, the firft circulating library was kept by 
Allan Ramfay. His original profeflion is often mer- 
tioned by himfelf; and to thofe who are weak enougl 
to defpife it, we may reply in the words of an elegat! 


* His debts were afterwards paid by his fon, the famous painter. 
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critic, Ramfay “¢ was not a man who could become 
« mean by a mean employment +.” 


Laurence-kirk Timotruy THUNDERPROOF. 
> 


12th Sept. 1791. Jk 


The foregoing remarks, in as far as they refpect the 
impropriety of adopting local phrafes that are ~~ ge- 
nerally known, and much more etgecis ally, in guard- 
ing againft the improper ufe of thefe phrafes, ( a thi 1 
too often little attended to by writers in the Scottith 
dialeét) will be univerfally admitted as juft, and highly 
deferving the attention of every writer. It is alfo be- 
lieved, that few perfons who are acquainted with the 
Scottith dialect wil difpute the juftnefs of the eulo- 
gium on the Gentle Shepherd; which, in regard t 
purity of language, ftands unrivalled in this country ; 
and in refpect to a juft and natural delineation of rural 
characters, amiable from their native fimplicity of 
manners, equally devoid of a quaint affeCtation of deli- 
acy on the one hand, or rude rulticity on the other, 
admits not of a paraile! in any age or country, if fome 
of Shakefpeare’s rural fcenes be excepted. But as to 
the further remarks contained in the above critique, 
opinions will differ ;—and much may be faid on both 
fides. It is not a little remarkable, however, that 
Allan Ramfay, who is fo fingularly chafte in the ufe 
of the Scottith diale&t in the Gentle Shepherd, is in 
his other writings equally licentious in his application 
of Scottith phrafes as moft of the writers who have 
fucceeded him. This circumftance has perhaps tended 
more tocherifh the idea that he was indebted to others 
for the principal excellencies of this work, than all 
others put together. But though none of his othe 
works can be equalled to this admirable drama, ed 
tuns through the whole of them a rich vein of poetic 


Cc 


+ Johnfon’s Life of Milton 


Vou. V. H 
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fire, that would have juftly intitled him to a very high 
rank among the mufes, had that performance nevér 
exifted. 


Gleanings of Biography. 
To the Editor of the Bee. 


Sir, Lor? ek a ie 
Event body knows the ftory of Wallace, the Scottifh 
patriot giving the Englifh a great overthtow at Stir. 
ling, by letting part of their army pafs over a wooden 
bridge which was then at that place, and then feparat- 
ing them from the reft by means of a carpenter, who 
had prepared matters fo, that the bridge fell down by 
the pulling out of a pin. 

The defcendents of this carpenter ftill remain at 
Stirling, and take the furname of Pin, or the Pin; as 
John the Pin, Robert the Pin, &c. A much more 
honourable furname this than Plantagenet or Bourbon. 
Plantagenet in particular took its origin from the tr- 
fling circumftance of broom being worn in the hats of 
fome of the chiefs of that houfe of Anjou in battle. 

Some time or other we may know how to confer 
true nobility, without the diftinétions of ranks and pri- 
vileges. Felix fauftumque fit! When I vifited Stirling, 
after I knew this tradition, I fent for the Pin, and made 
him one of my beft bows, as it were to the fhade of 
the great Wallace! 


Eft hic, eft animus lucis contemptor, 
Et iftum qui vita bene credat emi honorem. 


TN 
JOHN LAW OF LAURIESTON 


Was the eldeft ion of a goldfmith burgefs in Edin- 
burgh, by Elizabeth Campbell, heirefs of Lauriefton, 
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near that city, and was born about the year 1681. 
When a very young man, he recommended himfelf to 
the King’s minifters in Scotland, to arrange and fit the 
revenue accounts, which were in great diforder at the 
time of fettling the equivalent before the Union of the 
kingdoms. Mr Law’s father died about the year 1704. 
John was bred to no bufinefs, and lived on the rents 
of the fmall eftate of Lauriefton. In his perfon he 
was of a very genteel and handfome addrefs, much 
given to gallantry and finery; and, giving a fort of 
tone at Edinburgh, he went commonly by the name 
of Beau Law. Law’s' immediate younger brother was 
bred to his father’s trade of goldfmith; but, when his 
brother fucceeded in France, left his occupation, and 
blazed at Paris, during Law’s adminiftration of the 
finances of France, with much fplendour of equipage, 
and magnificence of table. On the burfting of the 
Miffifippi bubble, and his brother’s difgrace, he re- 
turned to Scotland ; and in confequence of his younger 
brother’s becoming Roman-Catholic, claimed the 
eftate, which had been entailed by the mother (who 
was heirefs) upon the third fon after John’s deceafe ; 
and his claim was fuftained by the Court of Seffion. 

The papers relating to this procefs are in the Advo- 
cate’s Library at Edinburgh, where feveral faéts and 
dates may be obtained by the biographers of the unfor- 
tunate projector. 

John Law fought a duel, for which he was forced 
to fly his country in the midit of his gallant career. In 
fome of the French literary gazettes, it is faid that he 
tun off with a married lady. 

Lady Catherine Law his wife, lived, during his 
power in France, in the moft ftately manner, and was 
courted by ali che worfhippers of Plutus. But poor 
Law went to Pluto unregretted at Venice, and was 
there buried, without any diftinétion, and, I believe, 
without a monument to record his extraordinary for- 
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La Fama ch’invagifte a un dolce fuono, 

Glifuberbi mortali, e par fi bella, 

E un Echo, un Sogno, anzi d’un Segno 
UN OMBRA 

Ch’ad ogni vento fi dilegua é fgombra. 




















The truly elegant and excellent Horace Walpole has 
a fine picture of Law by Rofalba; perhaps her chef 
d@Oeuvre, It is certainly very like him whom it was 
painted for :—were the flowing wig converted into a 
female drefs, it would be the exact refemblance of his 
daughter Lady Wallingford. I have given thefe par- 
ticulars to aflift my countrymen in writing a life of 
Law, for which they will find abundant materials in 
the French pamphlets of the years 1721 and 17223 in 
Sir James Steuart’s Political Oeconomy, who gives 
the moft accurate account of his fcheme; in Jutfta- 
mond’s private life and memoirs of the reign of Louis 
Quinze, in Monf. Anquetil’s hiftory and memoirs of the 
Court of France, during the reign of Louis Quatorze, 
and in many other books of thofe times. 
I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 
ALBANICUS. 











For the Bee. 


To the learned qnd entertaining Writer of the Travelling 
Memorandums. 


8, Lord 477 
I ea been your companion on your travels ever 
fince they began to make their appearance in this Mif- 
Ceilany, and I cannot deny myfelf the pleafure of ac- 
knowledging the inftruction and amufement they have 
afforded me. I am particularly pleafed with your ac- 
count of Marfeilies, to which I beg leave to add the fol- 
lowing fhort notices. Monf. Groflon, of the acade- 
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mies of Marfeilles and Lyons, has publifhed an excel- 
Jent collection of the antiquities and monuments of 
Marfeilles, containing many interefting particulars re- 
lating to its hiftory, both ancient and modern, and the 
fine arts, in five chapters, illuftrated by many plates; the 
whole work confifting of 25 pages in quarto, printed 
at Marfeilles, for Moyfy, 1773. 

The Almanac Hiftorique de Marfeille, begun in 1770, 
and continued, I believe, to the prefent time, is full of 
many very curious particulars, fuited to vifitors. ‘The 
notto of this Almanac ought to excite attention : 

Mafhilia difciplinam atque gravitatem, non folum Greciz fed haud 
fcio an cunclis gentibus anteponendam jure dicam. 

Cicero OramTio, p. Flacco. 

Marfeilles has been prolific in learned and eminent 
men ; for not to {peak of Ofcius, the celebrated ancient 
orator, and the ftill more ancient Pitheas and Petronius, 
it has produced many celebrated modern lawyers, phy- 
ficians, and artifts. 

Monf. Papon has written a large book, entitled, 
Hifoire generale de Provence, dedicated to the States, 
and printed by their order. It is arranged according 
to five epochas; and in each he mentions all the emi- 
nent perfons who have adorned that country, as well 
as all the remarkable circumftances that are worth at- 
tending to in the different departments of hiftory and 
fcience. Monf. Papon was librarian of the college of 
the fociety of the Oratoire. 

The Academy of Belles Lettres, Sciences and Arts, 
at Marfeilles, does not admit ftrangers to their meet- 
ings as vifitors, which is to be regretted. The fame 
regulation, I believe, takes place at Lyons and elfe- 
where in France. The coral fifhery at Marfeilles is a 
peculiar article of commerce, and worth the attention ’ 
of the traveller. It is free on the coaft of Provence, 
and the mart for it is at Marfeilles. ‘They affort the 
coralin nine different parcels, according to the colour, 
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from the deep red of the poppy, to light carnation; 
and it finds its way to India, China, the Levant, and 
Arabia. The Mahometans, it is well known, b 
their dead with collars formed of this beautiful-pro. 
duction ; of which, when large pieces of a fine colow 
are found, of an inch or more in diameter, they are 
turned of a f{pherical form, and have been fometime; 
fold at Leghorn for fifty guineas a-piece. I cannot 
conclude this letter without thanking you for your ex 
cellent teftimony to the tranfcendent merit of Corneille, 
your defence of Shakefpeare, and chaftifement of 
Voltaire. 
Tam, Sir, 
4A Traveller in my Elbow-chair, 





ON FROISSART. 
To the Editor. of the Bee. 


Sir, Spring-Place, Kentifbtown, Sept. 5, 1791. 


© cassnye that in the Bee 25th May 1791 thereis 
fome notice of Froiffart as an hiftorian of England, 
and a wifh expreffed for an accurate verfion of his 
work; and in that of 15th June a manufcript of his 
Chronicle in the library at Breflau is mentioned 
being fuller than any which is printed. Give me leave 
to add, what has perhaps efcaped the notice of your 
correfpondents, that there is a verfion of him in olf 
Englifh, which is exceedingly fcarce; that we har 
two moft magnificent manufcripts of his Chronick 
written in the fifteenth century, in the King’s lib- 
rary ; that they and the editions all vary widely from 
each other, fo that, to do juftice to a new edition in 
French, or a tranflation, would be a werk of prodi- 
ous labour, no lefs than a careful collation of the 
whole manufcripts and editions. It is however: 
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work, which I have had in contemplation to attempt 
at fome future period, provided there appears a pro- 
bability of the expence of publication being defrayed 
by the public ; for though I am willing to devote m 
time and labour to the illuttration of our antient hif- 
tory, et terrt dum profim patria, 1 cannot afford to do 
it at my own expence. What renders Froiffart pecu- 
liarly valuable with me, is, that he is one of the very 
few origitial and authentic writers, who throw any 
light upon Scottifh hiftory, and that what he relates, 
is not compiled from the works of others, but from his 
own knowlege. 

In confequence of your effays upon the filk-worm, 
and of my warm wifhes for the profperity of Scotland, 
Ihave had fome converfation with a gentleman who is 
acquainted with the method of treating them in Italy 
and France. He apprehends the greateft danger will 
be from the latenefs of the leaves coming out upon the 
trees *, and recommends the Siberian mulberry as the 
moft likely fpecies to come to perfection in Scot- 
land +. 

Have you ever confidered the mode of managing bees 
near Athens, which is defcribed in Wheeler’s Travels 
inGreece, whereby the lives of the bees, and the ge- 
nuine flavour of the honey are preferved? Bees are 
fond of heather, and like the fmell of falt-water ; cir- 
cumftances which render the Highlands and iflands 
very fit places for rearing them. 

In confequence of your requeft on the cover of the 
Bee, 2gth June, I have fent you the inclofed extracts 


* It has been already remarked that in this climate the eggs of filk 
worms can eafily be kept without hatching, till any time required. The 
mulberry here begins to leaf in May. Were it July there-would be 
fufficient time for the filk worm to finifh its operations; fo that this ob- 
jection is not of any weight. —Edit. 

+ The editor will be obliged to Philalban, or any of his readers 
who can inform him where plants or feeds of the plant, or a. good de 
ftiption of it can be found. 
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from fcarce Scottifh books of the fixteenth century, to 
make fuch ufe of as you think proper. If you find the 
infertion of them an advantage to your mifceilany | 
fhall reckon my time well employed in contributing to 
a work, which, I obferve with pleafure, differs from 
fome other periodical publications by rifing in merit, 
inftead of falling off, and may perhaps fend you a fur. 
ther fupply. 

Withing you all manner of fuccefs in your laudable 
undertaking. I remain, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 
PHILALBAN, 


Accounts of nondefcript places in Scotland will, | 
dare fay, prove agreeable to every clafs of your readers, 

Jean de Beaugue is another French writer, whof 
littie work, entitled, ‘* Hiffoire de la guerre d’ Epifcofé,’ 
ought to be better known in Scotland than it is. He 
ferved under Mr Defie, and was an actor and eye-wit 
nefs of what he relates, 


Detached Obfervations. 

To accufe one of being unpolite is one of the mof 
diftreffing reproaches that can be made to perfons of 
a certain caft. A man who has a certain portion 
of genius, a reafonable character, who has been well 
educated, and who has feen good company, cannot be 
what is properly called unpolite—he can only be leis 

olite than another. Hence, unpolitenefs properly f 
called fuppofes certain things very degrading. 

After poverty, fays the author of the Spirit of Laws, 
nothing vilifies more in France than the want of po- 
litenefs. 

Politenefs is perhaps in one fenfe even more im- 
poxtant than the qualities of the heart. Qne can ab 
folutely difpenie with friendfhip and friends—but it is 
impofhble to live without fociety—and there can b 
no fociety without politenefs, 
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—ooCC——__={{IIKq{x{"{"x=_ _iiycycu_{_>_:= 


Infeription for a Rural Arbour, by a Gentleman 
of India. 


Hexpuess wanderer, come not here 
With clamorous voice, oy footftep rude; 
For Harmony’s {weet fake forbear 
To violate this folitude. 


For ne’er the Nightingale forfakes 

This haunt when hawthorn blofloms fpring; 
Veil’d in the fhade of tangled brakes, 

She calls her neftlings forth to fing. 


Hark ! catch you not their warbling wild, 
That foftly flow the leaves among ? 
Now loudly thrill, now fweetly mild, 
The defcant ef their thrilling fong. 


The earlieft primrofe of the year, 
Beneath delights in flowers to fpread 5 

The cluft’ring hare-bell lingers near 
The cowflip’s dew-befpangled bed. 


And whilft the weftern gales allay 
The keennefs of the noon-tide heat, 
They tell where, pleas’d to fhun the day, 
The vi’let fcents her low retreat. 


If tempted by the twilight fhade 
Beneath the fmooth-leaf’d beach to ftray, 
Soon will the charms that drefs the glade 
Bring {weet oblivion of your way. 


But, heedlefs wand’rer, come not here, 
This feaft was not prepar’d for thee ; 
Unlefs thy heart feels nought more dear 

Than nature and fimplicity. 


Vol . V. 





POETRY, 


The Kifs of Love, 
An Ode, fent to Eliza with a Bathing-cap, June 1774- 


“ Plow blythe, O June, thy jocund morn ! 
** How rich, ye bloffoms of the thorn ! 
“ That flow thefe groves among ! 
“ How bright, ye flowers of varied dye! 
“ Ye fky-larks warbling as ye fly, 
“ How gay your artlefs fong ! 


“¢ Thus, freed from care, and guilt, and pain, 
6¢ Smile annual Summer’s gaudy train 
¢ Till Winter’s deaths deftroy ; 
“ While wrapt in reafon’s boafted drefs, 
¢¢ Man, lordly Man, {till finds diftrefs 
“¢ To check the coming joy !” 


Scarce was the murm’ring plaint expreft, 

When from the ftream, and flightly dreft, 
Appear’ d Eliza fair! 

Soft giow’d each charm with rofeate youth, 

While fmiles of innocence and truth 
Adorn’d her native air. 


Struck with each grace, and fir’d with love, 
Like the free fongfters of the grove, 

I fnatch’d the rapturous Ki/s— 
*Twas then, thou know'ft, fweet blufhing maid, 
By yon white hawthorn’s fragrant fhade, 

Each murmur died in blifs. 


Ere fortune brought my charming fair, 
I envy'd every tuneful pair 
That carol’d as they flew ;— 
Each bloffom burfting from the fpray ;—~ 
Each flow’ret opening to the day 
4 In tints of varied hue. 


*s 
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Come then, O thou ! whofe chafte carefs 
Can folly’s thanklefs plaints fupprefs, 
And foothe my foul to peace, 
Can fill this breaft with rapturous fire, 
Attune the Mufe’s nelting lyre, 
And ev’ry joy encreafe, 


O come! and in thy recent guife 
Delight and feaft my ravifh’d eyes 
With beauties heavenly fair ! 
Frefh from the ftream, and flightly dreft, 
With down-caft eye, and fnowy breatt, 
And lovely-waving hair. 


O hafte ! my love! with bluthing cheek, 

And in foft fighs and murmurs fpeak 
The harmony of blifs ; 

And while with melting eye I rove 

O’er charms that kindle chafteft love, 
Yield, yield ! the rapturous xiss ! 


To Ella. 


Srairg, ftrike again thy filver founding lyre ; 
Ella, thou darling of the God of verte, 
Again, in thy clear claflic ftrain, rehearfe 
Decay’s fore’d ravage, witha poet’s fire. 
So when the fainting fun’s laft golden rays 
Have glimmer’d o’er the foam-white bellowy fea, 
I’ve heard a Seraph’s voice in heavenly lays, 
Oft bid me think on dread eternity ! 
“* Thy feeble ftar now fhoots its paley beam, 
“ Dim’d by difeafe, o’er life’s tempeftuous furge, 
*¢ And foon the murmuring waves hall found thy dirge, 
* While deep thy ftar is funk beneath the ftream; 
Then fhall it rife in the bright realms of truth, 
“ Deride decay, and fmile eternal youth.” 


BIRTHA. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Bee. 


wraigni Pel. 

Garmany, which for many years paft has been ir various fer. 
ritories agitated, -firit by the imprudent quarrel of the late 
Emperor\with the King of Pruflia, about the Bavarian and 
Palatine Pacts, and then by the foolifh novelties introdnced 
into-the Belgie States, and Principality and Bifhoprick of Liege, 
begins now, under |the mild adminiftration of Leepold, to look 
forward to: better profpetts, 

Reformed religion, liberty and learning, unfettered by ari 
ftocratical and violently monarchical prejudices, will be gradu 
ally advanced by the new conftitution of Poland, and it feem 
highly defireable that our Britifh Republic of Learning thould 
diffufe as much as poffible its attainments on the Continent, 
and receive from thence in return as much ufeful erudition, a 
a quick and free partigipation of mutual knowledge can a 
ford. 
The libraries in Germany contain treafures of learning that 
have been little examined ; and German writers, overawed by 
their refpective Sovereigns, have not been able (however willing) 
to make a proper ufe of the materials for hiftory and biog 
phy which are in thefe repofitores. 

Profeffor Schmidt (whoie hiftory ef Germany is now tran 
lated and publifhed in French at Berlin), tho’ he had fupe 
rior advantages as Infpeétor of the Imperial Records, has been 
prevented from ufing them, when he came to treat of the f 
paration of the Proteftant “Church trom the- Roman, 

In free converfation, however, all over Germariy, and even 
at Vienna, many-reputable and refpeéted clergymen, and men 
of letters, avow the principles of unlimited toleration, and thee 
writers fcruple not to confels that the Roman Catholick 
Church was much amended by the Reformation ; that the 
fpringing ep of feétsforwarded toleration and the cultivation 
of the feiences ; and_that fince the Reformation, the Roman 
Catholic world has become more enlightened by the new doe 
tines and fpirit of us heretics. 


Intelligence oe » and Rints to th Learned. 
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Mr j,.an author of great hiftorical talents, Profeffor 
of Hiftory at Kiel, has united in his works judgment, learn- 
ing and philofophical refleétion, with an entertaining manner. 

Profefor Planks, of Gottingen, has fome years fince favoured 
the world with a Hiftory of the Reformation, .in which he un- 
folds the proteftant doétrine and fyftem in a manner very clear 
and candid, and likely to gain attention. His book is the 
fulleft, and beft exifting, on the German and Helvetic Reforma- 
tion. He had accefs to many fearce materials and records, 
and ftudied diligently the original works of Luther, Zuinglius, 
Melancthon, and Erafmus, efpecially in their too much ne- 
glected eorrefpondence by letters, whereby he has made his 
work an “ Hiftoire raifonnée de l’Efprit Humain du tems de 
la Reformation.” It is delightful to follow this author in his 
inveftigation of the gradual rife of the fun of truth in Luther’s 
foul, and in the clearing up the ideas of the firft reformers and 
their contemporaries. The whole hiftory is very philofophical, 
the diction noble and pure, yet for adepts fomewhat too dif- 
fufe. 

Profeffor Haberlin’s Hiftory of Germany is an immenfe ma- 
gazine of annals in the manner of our Carte. He had the ufe 
tf the records and library of Wolfenbuttel, the moft compleat 
in German hiftory that can be imagined. Thefirft 34 volumes 
of this book, printed in oétavo of a great bulk, bring his hifto- 
ty down only to the year 1594! 

In the Gottingen library there is a MS. Colleétion of Chan- 
cellor Viglius Buichemus’s letters, in twenty-four volumes folio, . 
containing important information relating to the hiftory of the 
reign of the Emperor Charles V. It contains the fpeech he 
made on his abdication in the Netherlands on the 25th of 
Odober 1555. 

In the fame library there isa “Sommaire des voyages faits 
par Charles V. iS 1514, jufques TSS1, recuillez et mis par 
ecript, par Fean Vaudeneffe, controlleur, Suivi fa Majefie en 
tour les dis voyages.”’ ‘This journal is icated to Cardinal 
Granvella. The author afterwards continued it to1560. Tho’ 
Written inthe fimple ftile of a diary, it contains many remark- 
able unknown faéts. 

Very little ufe has been made of thefe MSS. by the late Mr 
Dieze, who correéted Guthrie and Gray’s Hiftory of Spain and 
Portugal, which correétion is to-be found in the German tranf- 
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lation, or rather transformation of that work, in the 12thi yo, 
publifhed at Leipfic 1774. 

It cannot be too much regretted, that there exifts no whe 
in Europe an independent literary prefs for the publication gf 
fuch books as are not to be hazarded by a bookfeller, on a. 
count of their not being fufficiently popular. 

Two hundred and fifty copies of a book in general inden. 
nifies the publifhers. 

If 250 fubfcribers could therefore be obtained, of fuch 
have handfome fortunes and form libraries, delighting likewif 
in employing their leifure in the reading books of real erud: 
lion, to give five guineas a-piece annually, to fupport a preé 
at Edinburgh, which is a cheap mart for the printing of books, 
the fubfcribers would be indemnified, by receiving the books 
coming from fuch a prefs, and the aétive part of fuch a fociety 
might be enabled to form a fund for the purchafe of valuabk 
MSS. for their prefs, to the great enrichment and delight of the 
republic of letters. I beg leave to propofe this noble ani 
liberal undertaking, which, by whom{cever it fhall be put in 
execution, will immortalize the founders, and lay a foundation 
for the future glory of literature. 

ALBANICUS, 


Hints to Manufaéturers on the Spinning of Wal 


VEZ, , 
Srvce Mr Arkwright di covered a mode of fpinning cotton by 


machinery, feveral attempts have been made to {pin wool ia 
the fame way; but hitherto, yarn fpun in this way has ne 
given that fatisfaétion in work that could be withed, unlefs fat 
a very few purpofes ; the caufes of that failure, it is believed, 
will be found to be merely accidental, and may be removed by 
a little attention. 

The very ingenious contriver of the carding machine adapt 
ed it with much accuracy to the purpofe he withed to effed, 
and to the nature of the materials he was to work upoh 
Though the principle upon which it is conftruéted may therefore 
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be applicable to wool, it is neceflary to adopt fuch alterations as 
the nature of the materials require. Almoft every perfon, I 
fuppofe, now knows that this machine confifts of a large cyJin- 
det of wood, upon which is fixed a great many cards of the 
ufual kind and fize that had been ufed for carding cotton wool, 
with blank {paces between, ‘of fuch 2 breadth as that the cot- 
ton wool which adheres to the one card cannot reach the other, 
> that the row, when caft, falls down without being éntangl- 
ed; but the fhorteft wool of a ty longer than dpeted, Ted 
many kinds of wool, that may carded, are three of four 
times its length } it follows, that unlefs “the blank’ fpaces be- 
tween the cards be made much larger ttian is neceflary for cot- 
ton, theeps wool would reach between one card and another fo 
as to adhere to both, which would occafion the row ‘of one 
card, when caft, not to fall off freely, but to be entangled with 
the other. To avoid this evil, the cards thould ‘be placed on 
the cylinder at fuch a diftance as to prevent the Jongeft wool 
that is intended to be carded from reaching acrofs the fpace. 
With this flight alteration of the machine, and adapting the 
teeth of the cards to the wool to be employed*, there is no 
doubt but wool may be carded upon this machine as perfeétly 
as cotton. If it cannot be roved on the machine, of which 
fome doubts are at prefent entertained, the expence of that ope- 
ration by hand is very trifling, -fo asnot to be much worth re- 
rding. 
. drawing the thread, however, a different mode of manipu- 
lation + becomes neceflary between cotton and wool, in order to 
adapt each of them molt perfeély to anfwer the purpofes to 


= 6 


GL 


SPs kee bbe ex 


* The teeth.of wool cards muft not only be longer and more 
bent than thofe for,cotton, but they muftbe differently arranged, 
as every card-maker Knows ; fo that to give. more particular 
directions for thefe here would be fuperfluous, 

t This is rather an unufual term, but it ought to have a place in 
our language, becaufe we Save no'word entirely equivalent to it 
Procefs applies, in ftrict propriety, to chemical operations only. 
Manipulation in ike manner applies, in ftri€t propriety, to me- 
chanical operations alone. Operation is a gensral indefinite term, 
~~ = reference to any particular refpecting the nature of 
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which they may be applied. Cotton wool is fine, fhort, anj 
comparatively unelaftic ; and in order to make the thread ad 
here,.and have the proper degree of ftrength, it is neceflary it 
thould. be twifted much harder than it is proper for wool i 
almoft any cafe to be, and fo much harder than {cits fom 
purpofes, that it has been found fome yarn fpun in that way 
cannot be properly employed for the purpofes intended. Slack, 
nefs of twine is, in particular, neceflary in all thofe woollen 
goods that are to be fubjected to the operation of fulling, with. 
out which they do not felt, or ¢over well, in the technical Jan. 
guage of the manufa@turer. As wool, however, is longer thay 
cotton, fo much twift is not required, even for making the yam 
of that fort ftrong; and, therefore, in the operation the ma 
chine fhould be fet to twift much lefs for wool than cotton, and 
the whole mode of drawing the thread fhould be carried on in 
a different manner. Hence it muft neceflarily follow, that in 
the firft attempts to make yarn of wool in this way, if the per 
fons be employed who had been accuftomed to fpin cotton, they 
will perform the operation in an imperfe& and improper man 
ner, fo as to make the yarn much worfe than they would be 
able to do after a little praétice had enabled them to difcover the 
proper mode of manipulation for that purpofe. But though it 
fhould be foun! that it is difficult, or even impoffible, to fpin wook 
len yarn by machinery fo flack as is neceflary for the perfedtion 
of many kinds: of work, that circumftanoe ought not to prove 
any bar to themufe of machinery ; for 1 thall thow, in a fucceed- 
ing number of this Mifcellany, that, by an apparatus extreme 
ly fimple, and certain in its operation, yarn may be untwifted 
to any degree that fhould be judged proper in the operation of 
reeling, at next to no expence. In this way, it is alfo probabk, 
that machine fpun yarn could be made more equal in its tex- 
ture, and even more loofe and open in the thread, than can be 
done by any other mode of {pinning that has been yet invent 
ed; and that of courfe it will anfwer better for the purpole of 
making cloth, and other fabrics which require to be fulled to 
make them cover well, than by any other mode of fpinning that 
has been hitherto praétifed. 

Manufa@turers who have hitherto attempted to fpin wool by 
machines, complain likewife that they find it impoflible to draw 
the thread in this way as fine as can be done by hand. This. 
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evidently owing to a circumftance, that admits of being eafily 
remedied by the apparatus I fhall defcribe. Wool being longer 
in the ftaple than cotton, requires to be lefs twifted suring 
the time of drawing the thread; but where a long t'read is 
drawn at once from the rove, it becomes, in fome me:[ure, ne- 
celary to twift it a good deal to make it draw equally. But 
the filaments of wool, on account of their greater lengt: as has 
been faid, entangle with each other much fooner than thofe of 
cotton, fo as to {top the thread in its progrefs, and prevent it 
from being drawn at one operation, nearly to the fame finenefs 
with cotton. ‘To obviate this evil, it muft be neceflary, either 
to twift the thread much lefs during the operation, or what 
will anfwer the purpofe {till better, to rove the wool twice, (i. e.) 
after the thread has been drawn to that finenefs it will admit 
of by the ordinary operation of the machine, to draw it over, 
a fecond time, to a greater degree of finenefs. But without the 
untwifting machine this would be altogether impraéticable, as 
the filaments of the wool are, by the twilt, fo compaétly join- 
ed together, that they could not be feparated till the twiit be 
again taken off, and the thread fo much opened in its texture 
as to admit of the filaments being drawn out toa greater 
length by a fecond, or even by a third operation. By means 
of the apparatus I am to defcribe, this can be done in an eafy 
and effectual manner ; fo that there is no reafon to doubt, but 
that wool may thus be fpun to the utmoft degree of finenefs of 
which it is fufceptible, and probably to a much greater finenefs 
than ever could be done by hand alone, at the fame time that 
it might have all the flacknefs that could be wanted. By the 
fame means, there is no doubt but cotton wool may be {pun to 
a greater degree of finenefs than it has been poffible hitherto to 
attain; fo that 1 make no doubt, when this fimple apparatus 
thall be generally adopted, we will be able to produce. finer 
muflins than ever India afforded, if.we take care to obtain the 
fineft cotton wool ; and much finer fabrics of wool than evei 

yet has been known. 

It is fearcely neceffary here to remark, becaufe every manu- 
faéturer of wool knows it, that it is of great confequence for the 
fine {pinning of wool, that it be kept in a very confiderable de- 
gree of heat during the whole operation, 2s ff it be cold, the oil 

Vol. V. K 
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neceflarily employed becomes fo clammy as to impede the ope. 
ration. This circumftance has been here brought into view, 
merely that it may not be overlooked by thofe who may think 
of making a trial, by way of experiment, of {pinning wool, after 
being roved by the hand, upon cotton jennies, 


GLEANINGS OF BIOGRAPHY. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


What Son or Daughter of Harmeny has not heard of Mifs 
Li 


pay Saunas ee 
Tue following account of her death may be 
as authentic: 

«¢ FOR ten days before the clofe of her life, though in a ftate 
of delirium, the was almoft continually finging, not interrupted 
pieces, but in a feries of inchanting melody, as perfect as ever 
fhe fung in her life. 

« A little before her death, fhe went through the whole of the 
charming fong, “* I know that my Redeemer liveth.”” Then 
finging a beautiful Italian air, expreflive of happinefs, fhe funk 
on her pillow, and expired immediately. Doctor Harrington, 
who attended her, faid he never heard her fing better, if fo well, 
and he was fo much affected that he leit the room before the 
conclufion.”” 

This account was communicated to the late learned and 
worthy John Loveday, Eiq; of Caverfham, by a friend at Bath, 
who had occafion to know its authenticity. A gentleman to 
whom he read it, obferved, ** That the effe&t of Mifs Linley’s 
delirium was indeed extraordinary, and muft have greatly affed- 
ed all prefent, though fhe herfelf fiffzred little, if we may 
judge from our dreams, and that the immediate caufe of this 
exhibition may be traced in affociation and vibration of the 
nervous fyftem in the brain, which had been previoufly exerted 
by rapturous meditation on religious fubjects.”” 


A 


depended upon 





on 
ate 
ted 
ver 
the 
en 
ink 
on, 
ell, 
the 


179%. PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 


Proceedings in Parliament. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, Pece ber 10. 
Ix a committee of fupply, Mr Ue in the Chair. 

The different papers and accounts of expences incurred in 
confequence of the late armaments, being read, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, *¢ That it is the opi- 
nion of this Committee, that a fum not exceeding Sixty-four 
Thoufand Pounds, be granted to his Majefty, towards defray- 
ing the charges incurred by the late Armament, as far as the 
fame was made up at the War Office.” 

General Burgoyne did not mean to oppofe the motion, being 
fully fentible that when expences were incurred for the public 
fervice, they muft be paid ; but he ftated his objections to fome 
part of the accounts, alledging that the mode that had been 
adopted of raifing new levies was uneconomical, and contending 
that a confiderable faving would have been made, had the old 
corps been recruited inftead of raifing new ones. 

This gave rife to an uninterefting converfation, in which the 
Chancellor: of the Exchequer, General Burgoyne, the Secretary at 
War, Colonel Phipps, Mr Francis, Mr Fox, Colonel Tarleton, and 
Mr Thomfon, the new member for Evefham, were fpeakers. 
The chairman at laft put the queftion, which was agreed to. 

Mr Chancellor Pitt obferved, that the 40,000l. ftated for the 
pe levies, included only the bounty money, and that there 

ould certainly be an addition for the half pay. The refoluti- 
on was agreed to. 

Mr Pitt further ftated, that the expence in the ordnance 
department had been 301,476 l.—of this 150,000 I. had been re- 
ceived on the vote of credit; there remained 151,476 1. to be 
voted—A greed to. 

The furns iffued for provifions for the troops in the Eaft and 
Weft Indices, amounted to 81,099l.—of thisqo,cool. had been 
paid out of the vote of credit, and 41,099l. remained to be vot- 
ed.— Agreed to. 

Mr Gilbert \eft the chair, and the report was ordered to be 
received on Monday. 
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Convention with Spain. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, December 13. 1790. 


Lorp KINNOUL, after a fhort preface, moved, ‘* That an 
«¢ humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, praying him to 
sé order copies of the memorials, &c, that had paffed between 
s¢ our minifters and thofe of Spain’in the late difpute, to be laid 
“¢ before their Lordfhips.” 

The Duke of Montrofe oppofed the motion as being in his opi- 
nion unnecefiary ; he belides complained that the noble Lord 
had taken the Houfe by furprife. 

Lord Kinnoul explained. After a few words, the queftion was 
put, and the motion negatived without a divifion. 

The Duke of Montrofe then rofe again ; faid he felt no doubt, 
but their Lordfhips would agree with him in prefenting an 
humble addrefs to his Majefty, for the happy termination of 
our differences with Spain, and the peculiar advantages we have 
gained by the Convention, which he confidered as a ftrong 
proof of the wifdom and capability of thofe who had conducted 
the Convention. He had heard infinuations without doors 
thrown out againft the expences that had been incurred by the 
armaments to which fo much was owing. If any were of that 
opinion in that Houfe, he invited them to come forward and 
{tate their objections,—he himfelf being convinced in his own 
mind, the public would think them very moderate.—His Lord- 
fhip now produced the addrefs, and moved accordingly. 

Lord Glafgow, in a few words, feconded the motion. 

Lord Coventry faid the wifdom of adminiftration had been 
above all praife, for they had fecured us peace upon the moft 
folid grounds, much ftronger than by parchment. Treaties, 
be faid, might be broken, but our minifters had fhewed them 
a fleet of feventy fail of the line, an argument of too powerful 
a nature to be trifled with ; and theretcre, if they had put the 
nation to the expence of a million or two, it was more than 
probable they had faved us from a war that might have coft us 
an hundred. 

Lord Rawdon profeffed great affection to the Sovereign, 
The addrefs, in as far as it concerned his Majefty, did not come 
up to his withes; at the fame time it went infinitely beyond them 
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with regard to adminiftration. How was it poffible for their 
Lordfhips to commend what they could nof underftand, as the 
neceflary information was withheld? As tothe expences incur- 
red, it was yet to be explained, whether thofe expences were 
neceflarily incurred, or whether Spain gave us any juft caufe of 
complaint. No fuch matter of fact was before the houfe. That 
confideration would induce him to move the previous queftion. 

Lord Sydney faid, adminiftration muft have been very much 
changed fince he acted with them, if they had involved the na- 
tion in one /hilling additional expence unneceffarily—He fup- 
ported the original motion. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne allowed, that liberal confidence 
was due to thofe’who fuftain the fevere refponfibility of office ; 
but in return for this, minifters ought to give a clear account 
when the day of reckoning comes. If, inftead of this condudt, 
they fhall attempt to fhelter themfelves under the proteétion of 
a majority, by refufing to give the necefflary information when 
properly called for,:after the time of danger is paft, the matter 
is ferious indeed. The conftitution is wounded in its vitals. 
Is it poffible that after the ratification of the treaty is made, 
minifters can call for commendation, and yet refufe to produce 
the documents that can alone ferve to fhow whether they de- 
ferve it or not? this is only infulting the Houfe. The noble 
Vifcount fays, that his Majefty’s minifters ‘muft be ftrangely 
changed fince he fat among them, if they are now difpofed to 
involve their country in unneceflary expences. I can fay with 
truth they are much changed fince I was connected with them. 
Here the Marquis entered into a panegyric of the peace of 1782, 
ahd ran over the adminiftration of Mr Pitt in relation to exter- 
nal politics, in which he found minifters, down to the year 1736, 
dbfervant of the principles on which they fet out. The firtt 
incomprehenfible act, an act, the meaning or fenfe of which he 
could not yet difcover, was the conceflion made to Spain by 
that memorable convention. And from that moment to the 
prefent, he was bound in confcience to declare the whole fyf- 
tem had been a marked and violent departure from the prin- 
ciples of the peace, and from the fyftem on which they had fet 
qut. Here he entered into a violent phillippic againft the mini- 
ter, reprefenting him as officioufly interfering with the bufinefs 
of every cabinet in Europe, fomenting quarrels by his intrigues, 
and deferting his allies atter he had involved them in war; and 
concluded by obferving, that they had all the difgrace of at- 
tacking their neighbours when their houfe was on fire, and had 
gained nothing out of the ames. They had been mifchievous 
without ambiticn, and had quarrelled for cats, when they 
Might have demolithed navies 
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Lord Grenville denied that any more papers were neceffi 
to enable their Lordfhips to come toa decifion upon the ad. 
drefs. Laft Seffion the houfe had been informed that Spain had 
infulted the honour of the country ; and their Lordfhips had 
unanimoufly addreffed his majefty, pledging themfelves to fup- 
port him in retrieving that honour. In confequence of this, mi- 
niftry had proceeded, and they found the caufe of complaint to 
turn upon two points—the honour of the Britifh flag, and the 
trade ofthe country. Previous to entering into any particular, 
it was firft thought requifite to have the point of honour fettled; 
and this was no iooner done, than the declaration, eftablithing 
that point, was laid before their Lordthips: from that they pro- 
ceeded to inveftigate the other bufinefs ; and Spain had in the 
end acceded to our claim, and promifed to make good the in- 
juries our fellow fubjects had fuftained: they had alfo made 
confiderable conceffions as to our eftablifhing fettlements in that 
part of the world, which, whatever might be our claim, they bad 
never recognized before. His Lordihip combatted moft of the ar- 
guments urged againft the addrefs, and concluded with hoping it 
would meet the concurrence of their Lordthips. 

Lord Storm:x. followed the noble Lord through moft of his 
details, combatting his arguments as he went along, and fupport- 
ed the motion for the previous queftion. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne explained, after which the queftion 
was put on the previous queftion, when there appeared, 
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Remarks on fome Englifh Plays, continued from 
Vol. IV. page 40. 


Florizel and Perdita; or, the Sheep-fbearing: A Dramatic Paf- 


toral. 


SHAKESPEARE is here mangled as ufual ; yet it fhines in this 
Collection of modern Farces. 


High Life Below Stairs. 


Ir is _ inconceivable, how this piece, flat, and infipid in pe- 
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rufal, fhould be fo managed, as to afford a run of entertainment 
on the ftage. There is in it a juft fatire on the infamous licenr 
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tioufnefs of Englifh fervants, and a low kind of humour, moftly 
affected, and wholly unnatural. The beft part of the fatire is 
levelled againft high life, and is an aukward imitation of the in- 
comparable Beggar’s Opera. 


The Mock Do&or. 


TueE naiveté, Sie and humour of Moliere, a true dramatic ge- 
nius, are happily enough preferved in this tranflation, incompar+ 
ably fuperior to the former modern pieces in this volume. The 
fongs are in the true unmeaning modern Englith tafte, and no 
part of the original play. 


The Virgin Unma/fked: by Henry Fielding, Efq; 


Tue affected ftyle and charaéter prevail fo much in this piece, 
that I wonder not it is in vogue. The fongs too are wretched. 


The Upbhoifterer. 


THE outré prevails in every character and fcene, to pleafe a Lon- 
don populace. 


The Mayor of Garrat: by Foote. 


Tue fimple Jerry Sneak, and his termagant {poufe, are comical 
characters. Jerry was created to fit the peculiar humour of 
Wefton the player, and probably will never be fo entertaining, 
by the performance of any future actor. Major Sturgeon, acha- 
rater outré, as ufual in modern comedy, fuited the extravagant 
drollery of Foote, the author. The reft is infipid. 


The Reprifal. By Dr Smolict. 


Tuis gentleman had humour, and parts, of which his Roderick 
Random, and fome other pieces, will be a lafting monument. 
In that now before me, the character of the Irifhman and Scotf- 
man are natural and entertaining. Heartly and the Lady are ng 
characters at all. And tofuit the ungenerous pride of a Lon- 
don rabble, the Frenchmen are too much debafed, and treated 
with illiberal contempt; though Captain Lyon’s concluding 
fpeech makes fome amends for this fault. The fongs are in the 
low modern ftyle. Hearts of Qak is borrowed. 
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Lethe. 


‘Tue fcene which exhibits Lord Chalkftone is good. The reft 
are trivial, and quite in modern tafte. 


The Deuce is in him. 


Tuis piece has uncommon merit. The plot is well fancied, 
and agreeably managed. The dialogue is natural and. charac. 
teriftic, without flatnefs, or that ftudied compofition of the poet, 
which appears, for the moft part, in our modern comedy. Iam 
agreeably furprifed to find in this very modern Collection, one 
piece on which I can beftow fuch commendation. 


The Knights. 
Tie plot is foolith enough, and the foclith charaéters are u- 


dicrous and diverting enough, to pleafe very highly a Londoa 
audience. 


The Chaplet. 


Tue Beggar’s Opera is the only mufical entertainment of true 
genius in the Englifh language, I mean of the comic fort. The 
Comus of Milton is in a high ftyle. Whoever can read thefe 
pieces, or has feem them performed on the ftage, and can bear 
with patience this, apd all the reft of our Englifh operas, 


«¢ May juftly be reckon’d an afs.”’ 
> ~ 


I except our charming Scots paftoral, the Gentle Shepherd, and 
defpife all diftinétions of South and North Britain ; happy, and 
vain to think, that Shakefpeare, Milton, &c. were my country- 
men, in {pite of thallow partial pride. 


a 
Tafe. 


I venture to affert, that this age has produced no genius for co- 
mic entertainment, but Foote alones Yet even he is far fhort of 
-the fterling humour, fenfe, and happy expreflion of the old poets. 
He was a diffipated pleafant fellow, and could not afford the 
pains or patience of forming a complete piece of regular come- 
dy, ifthe Minor is not one. Yet his farces are amufing on the 
fage, and in the clofet. 





